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	1Classifications explained

	Unclassified
	Papers will be published on the internet and recipients may share them and discuss them freely with anyone. This may include papers marked ‘Draft’.

	Confidential
	Temporarily available only to Council Members, non-Council members of the relevant committee, sub-committee, working party or Board and not for dissemination outside that group unless and until the relevant committee or Council has given approval for public discussion, consultation or publication.

	Private
	The paper includes personal data which should not be disclosed at any time or for any reason, unless the data subject has agreed otherwise. The Chair may, however, indicate after discussion that there are general issues which can be disclosed, for example in reports to committees and Council. 



	2Classification rationales

	Confidential
	1. To allow the Committee or Council to come to a view itself, before presenting to and/or consulting with others
2. To maintain the confidence of another organisation
3. To protect commercially sensitive information
4. To maintain public confidence in and/or uphold the reputation of the veterinary professions and/or the RCVS

	Private
	5. To protect information which may contain personal data, special category data, and/or criminal offence data, as listed under the General Data Protection Regulation



Minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held virtually on 11 February 2026, at 9.30am  

Members:	Olivia Cook (Chair)
				Sinéad Bennett (Vice Chair) 
 		Derek Bray 
Linda Ford 
Christopher Loughrey 
Matthew Rendle 
Tim Walker 
David Black 
Sam Bescoby 
Abbie Calow 
Linda Belton (Officer Observer) 

In attendance:	
RCVS 		Gemma Kingswell		Head of Legal Services (Standards)		
Beth Jinks			Standards and Advisory Lead 
Annelise Samuels 		Senior Standards and Advice Officer 
Bri McLachlan			Standards and Advice Administrator
Clare Paget			Registrar 
Lizzie Lockett			Chief Executive Officer 
Catherine Hemingway		RCVS Project Lead
Dan Simpson			Senior Policy & Public Affairs Officer


AI 1 Apologies for absence, declarations of interest, minutes of the meeting of 3 December 2025

1. Apologies were received from Matthew Rendle, Sam Bescoby, Abbie Calow and Linda Ford. Derek Bray joined the meeting at 9.51am. Sinéad Bennet chaired the meeting. In order to ensure that the Committee was quorate for the purposes of making decisions, some items on the agenda were discussed out of sequence.
 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk159336310]The minutes of the meeting of 3 December 2025 were agreed by the Committee.

Matters for decision 

AI 2 (a) Artificial intelligence – confidential

3. The Committee’s attention is drawn to paragraphs 1 – 6 of the Classified appendix. 

AI 2 (c) Revision of Chapter 13

4. The Committee was presented with a revised paper on the review of Chapter 13 of the supporting guidance to the Code of Professional Conduct. This followed papers submitted in October and December 2025. The Committee was asked to consider and approve the proposed amendments, as well as a further recommendation that paragraph 5.8 of Chapter 5 be amended to ensure consistency. 

5. The Committee highlighted a further concern that has recently emerged within the profession, namely that some veterinary practices are removing the identifying details of veterinary surgeons and veterinary nurses from clinical records when transferring records to other practices. The rationale cited for this approach relates to concerns about compliance with data protection legislation. The Committee noted its view that the blanket anonymisation of veterinary professionals could be problematic from both a public interest perspective and from a practical standpoint, particularly where clinicians taking over a case may need to contact previously attending veterinary surgeons regarding aspects of the case, or where clients wish to raise a concern about the conduct of a registrant. The Committee requested further advice as to whether this is appropriate and in line with the Code of Professional Conduct and data protection legislation. 

6. The Committee also requested some refinement of the language within the draft chapter and advised it wished to consider further guidance addressing retention periods for clinical and client records. The Committee emphasised the importance of providing as much clarity as possible, where appropriate, regarding how long professionals are expected to retain these records. It was acknowledged that different considerations apply to clinical and client records, including requirements under data protection legislation. The Committee asked that additional amendments be made in accordance with its comments before the paper is brought back for approval.

 Action: Senior Standards & Advice Officer
Matters for report
AI 3(a) Disciplinary Committee Report 

7. The report was noted. 

AI 3(b) PSS Update 

8. The Committee noted the report. Some members raised questions regarding its substance and wider policy implications following the CMA investigation and the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs consultation on reforms for the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966. Membership of the scheme by farm and equine practices was also discussed, As the paper had not been presented for comment, these were not discussed in detail.
AI (4) Risk and equality  

9. No new risks were reported. 

[bookmark: _Hlk195715132]AI 5 Any other business and date of next meeting

10. The Registrar reminded Committee members that, where there are issues with attendance, as much notice as possible should be provided so that it can be confirmed whether a meeting can proceed. 

11. The next meeting will be on 22nd April 2026 and will be held in person. 
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	Amend revised Chapter 13 in line with the Committee’s comments on retention periods and anonymising veterinary professionals in clinical records.
	Senior Standards and Advice Officer 
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