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Held at One Great George Street, Westminster, London SW1P 3AA on Friday, 4 July 2025

1. The 182nd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) was held at One Great George Street as part of Royal College Day 2025, on Friday, 4 July 2025, with Council and Veterinary Nurses Council (VNC) members, members of the RCVS and senior RCVS staff present.

2. The President, Ms Linda Belton MRCVS, opened the AGM and welcomed Council and VNC members, RCVS Award winners, their guests and everyone present.  In her introduction she outlined that this was her last RCVS meeting in her current role and that she would be handing over the chain of office to Professor Timothy Parkin FRCVS.

3. She also used the opportunity to introduce the new RCVS Registrar and Director of Legal Services, Ms Clare Paget, who had joined the College in March 2025.


Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting

4. The minutes of the last AGM, held on Friday, 5 July 2025, which had also been available online, were confirmed and approved as a correct record.


Annual Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2024

5. The President formally presented the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2024.

Questions about the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts
6. The Registrar reported that one question had been received from the British Veterinary Association (BVA) prior to the AGM:

“The report indicates that the College holds reserves of £16.8 million, exceeding the target level by £5.2 million.  What are the specific projects, aside from completion of the refurbishment of Hardwick Street, that these excess reserves are intended to fund?  How does the RCVS plan to manage these funds to ensure they continue to support the College’s strategic objectives?”

7. The President responded:

“As stated in the annual report, the excess reserves are being retained to provide funds to complete the refurbishment of our new offices in Hardwick Street, alongside other major projects.

“The refurbishment of Hardwick Street was a work in progress at the year end, and further details can be found on page 28 of the annual report.  Costs incurred up to the year-end are included as assets under construction in note 10b.  Tangible fixed assets are listed on page 45.

“The other major projects are a new customer relationship management, or CRM, system to replace our current membership database, and a new content management system, or CMS, to replace the current website.

“Both of these major projects align with strategic ambition D in the RCVS Strategic Plan 2020-2024, and further information about them may be found on pages 27 and 28 of the annual report.

“In addition, the excess reserves allow for contingencies for these major projects, together with contingencies for any changes in legislation, or requirements that might arise from the CMA investigation.

“Ultimately, RCVS Council is responsible for managing funds, although it is delegated to the Finance and Resources Committee.  All expenditure has to be managed in accordance with our established financial policies, procedures, and protocols for major projects.”

8. There were no further questions received in advance of the meeting, or from the floor.


RCVS Council election

9. The Registrar turned to the results of the 2025 RCVS Council election and read out the report of Civica Election Services.  Elected Council members were:

Nominee				Votes
1. Dr Tshidi Gardiner		2,037
2. Dr Sam Bescoby		1,774
3. Mr Paddy Gordon		1,639
4. Dr Danielle Greenberg		1,597

10. The President informed members present that Dr Gardiner had been re-elected for a further four-year term, Dr Bescoby, Mr Gordon and Dr Greenberg were new members and were formally welcomed to Council to commence their four-year terms.

Appointed members of RCVS Council
11. Ms Jo Clift joined Council as a newly-appointed lay member of RCVS Council for her four-year term; and Mr Mark Castle and Ms Linda Ford had each been re-appointed for further four-year terms to July 2029.

[Afternote: In addition, the Veterinary Schools Council (VSC) had re-appointed Professor Parkin as a VSC-appointed member of RCVS Council for a further term.]

Council retirements
12. The President paid tribute to the following outgoing Council members:

Mr William Wilkinson MRCVS
13. Mr Wilkinson had served for three years.  He had been helpful in putting forward ideas and comments that might not have been previously considered and had brought welcome challenge to new and existing proposals and ways of working.  As well as contributing to many RCVS Council discussions, he also contributed on the Audit and Risk Committee (ARC), Examination Appeals Committee (EAC), Preliminary Investigation Committee and Disciplinary Committee Liaison Committee (PIC/DC LC) and the Standards Committee (SC) as well as the Council Culture Working Group (CCWG).

Dr Louise Allum MRCVS
14. Dr Allum served as a Council member from July 2021 to July 2025.  She had been an excellent contributor to Council and the various committees on which she served.  Particularly noteworthy was that she served as the inaugural chair of the College’s Public Advisory Group (PAG), comprising animal owners and keepers who provided insight on issues affecting animal owners, along with consumer-focused feedback on College policies and initiatives.  She had been an exemplary chair of the PAG, using her extensive experience in client-facing roles to get the most out of the PAG members.

Ms Judith Worthington
15. Ms Worthington was one of the first of the College’s trail-blazing group of lay members, appointed after the Legislative Reform Order, which reduced the size of Council and increased lay representation.

16. She had been a diligent lay member of Council who had considered every aspect of work undertaken in committees and Council carefully before putting forward thoughtful and measured comments that had been very helpful to the work undertaken.  She had been very generous in sharing her extensive experience of different regulatory systems and the College had benefitted hugely from her insights.

Dr Danny Chambers MRCVS
17. Dr Chambers was delayed in attending the AGM as he was a sitting Member of Parliament and had been debating amendments to a Bill he had sponsored on restricting the importation and non-commercial movement of dogs, cats and ferrets.

18. Upon arrival later during the proceedings, the President reported that, as one of the founders of Veterinary Voices UK, Dr Chambers had joined Council to help bring the voice of the profession, especially general practitioners and younger members, to the College’s decision-making processes.  He brought his passion for issues such as veterinary mental health and wellbeing, the welfare of new graduates, and diversity and inclusion to his participation on Council and the various committees on which he had served.

19. Dr Chambers had been elected as the Member of Parliament for Winchester exactly one year ago and the College knew that, along with his MP colleague Neil Hudson, and Lord Trees in the House of Lords, he would continue to provide a veterinary voice on the national political stage.

Mrs Susan Howarth RVN
20. Mrs Howarth, VNC-appointee to RCVS Council, had retired from RCVS Council and was being replaced by VNC-appointee Mrs Kirsty Young RVN.  It was noted that Mrs Howarth remained an elected member of VNC and would have a full note of appreciation when she retired from VNC.

Ms Janice Shardlow
21. The President briefly shifted focus away from Council to thank the retiring Chair of the RCVS Audit and Risk Committee (ARC), Ms Shardlow, who had served on the Committee since 2017, and as its Chair since 2021.

22. She said that whilst the Committee might not be the highest profile part of the RCVS, the work it did and the scrutiny it applied underpinned its role as a trusted and responsible regulator.  Recent world events and economic circumstances had proven the value of horizon scanning, risk assessment and risk mitigations, so Council, and the College, were very grateful to Ms Shardlow for her valuable contribution to the Committee over the past eight years, her leadership of it for the past four years and, in particular, the focused and in-depth risk assessment workshops she had run at Council meetings.

23. A warm welcome was also given to Ms Naomi Nicholson, incoming ARC lay member, who joined the College at the meeting.


Veterinary Nurses Council election

24. The results of the 2025 VN Council (VNC) election was read out by the Chair of VNC, Mrs Belinda Andrews-Jones.  Newly-elected VNC members were:

Nominee				Votes
1. Ms Bethan Pinhey		934
2. Miss Hannah Welsman		844

25. Ms Pinhey and Miss Welsman were formally welcomed to VNC to commence their three-year terms.

VN Council retirements
26. The Chair, VNC, paid tribute to the following outgoing Council members, both of whom were absent from the meeting:




Miss Jessica Beckett RVN
27. Miss Beckett was elected as a VNC member in 2022.  As well as serving on VNC she also sat on Registration Committee (RC), the Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Policy and Compliance Subcommittee (CPDP&CS) and the Mandatory Practice Regulation Working Party (MPRWP) and was thanked for her contributions.

Miss Holly Witchell RVN
28. Miss Witchell had served for three years as an elected member of VNC.  During her time on VNC she had also served on the CPDP&CS and, in addition, the Practice Standards Group (PSG), and was thanked for her contributions.


Date of next AGM

29. The next AGM would be held on Friday, 3 July 2026 at One Great George Street, Westminster.

30. The AGM was drawn to a close.


RCVS Council
(Immediately following the AGM)

Apologies for absence

31. Apologies for absence were received from:

· Professor David Barrett
· Dr Abbie Calow
· Professor Christopher Loughrey
· Dr Alice McLeish
· Mrs Kirsty Young
· Dr Christine Middlemiss (Observer)


Declaration of interest

32. There were no declarations of interest related to the meeting to report.


Matter for decision by Council

Appointment of the Presidential Team and Treasurer for 2025/26
33. Council was asked to approve the appointment of the following members of RCVS Council as the Presidential Team and Treasurer for 2025/26:

President:			Professor Timothy Parkin FRCVS
Vice-President:		Miss Linda Belton MRCVS
Vice-President:		Mr Timothy Hutchinson MRCVS
Treasurer:			Dr Matshidiso (Tshidi) Gardiner MRCVS

34. The Presidential Team and Treasurer for 2025/26 were approved by a unanimous verbal ‘aye’.


Date of next meeting

35. The next public meeting would be held on Thursday, 2 October 2025 from 10:00 am to be held in person at RCVS, 1 Hardwick Street, London EC1R 4RB.

36. The RCVS Council meeting was drawn to a close.
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