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Riding establishment veterinary inspector’s annual inspection form (England) guidance 

This form should only be used for annual inspections by inspectors on the RCVS Riding Establishments Inspector List (Inspectorate) when appointed to inspect riding establishments alone pursuant to Part 2 8. of the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018. The RESC schedule of horses inspected form should also be used, signed, and appended to this inspection form. All resources referenced can be found on the RESC webpage[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  rcvs.org.uk/veterinary-professionals/conduct-and-guidance/rcvs-riding-establishment-inspections] 


It is recommended that a copy of the previous Riding establishment veterinary inspector’s from (England) (completed at the last new or renewal (full) inspection) be made available for reference purposes during this annual inspection.

This form should not be relied upon in isolation to inform your inspection and should be completed with particular reference to: 

· Principle 1 of the 10 Principles of Certification, i.e., you should certify only matters within your own knowledge, that can be ascertained by you personally or are the subject of supporting evidence from another veterinary surgeon. You may not certify based on an attestation/declaration from a local authority officer/owner/manager of a riding establishment. Care should be taken in relation to the language used.
· RESC riding establishment guidelines (England) (RESC guidelines) 
· DEFRA statutory guidance for local authorities, hiring out horses licensing (DEFRA guidance)

Important: This form includes a list of questions for veterinary inspectors to answer as part of their annual inspection. You are expected to answer each question, however, where that is not possible, please strike through as per Principle 6 of the 10 Principles of Certification, which requires that no section of a certificate be left incomplete. At the end of each question, in italics, you will see reference to the corresponding standards/conditions in Defra guidance.

Riding establishment veterinary inspector’s annual inspection form (England)
A. Contact information 

	Date: 
	



	Name of local authority:

	



	Name and address of riding establishment:
	




	Other associated address(es) (if relevant):
	




	Name of licence holder/applicant:

	
	Contact on inspection day (if different):
	


	Name of manager (if different):

	






B. Business(es) operating from the riding establishment 

Have you been notified by the licence holder/owner/manager of any changes to the type of licensable activities, (e.g., involving horses/ponies/donkeys/mules/hinnies hired for riding or instruction in riding) since the previous inspection?

	Yes

	

	No

	



If ‘yes’, please provide further information: 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 


C. Horses

All horses on the premises may, at the discretion of the veterinary inspector, be inspected under the Regulations. All horses on the licence must be inspected. Additional notes on the condition of each horse to be licensed can be made on the RESC schedule of horses inspected form to be appended to this form. It is strongly recommended by the RESC that the horses to be licensed are presented for inspection fully tacked up.

	
	Question(s) + further guidance reference 

	Y/N
	Comments 

	1. 
	Are the horses generally in good condition and appear to be suitable for use? A 5.3
	
	

	2. 
	Do the horses’ hooves appear to have been trimmed regularly enough to maintain the health, good shape, and soundness of their feet and are the shoes properly fitted and in good condition? B 6.6
	
	

	3. 
	Have you seen evidence that the preventative healthcare plan agreed with the appointed vet mentioned in the previous inspection remains appropriate and appears to have been properly implemented? B 6.2
	
	

	
	a. Do you know when it was last reviewed? If yes, please provide details. 
	
	

	
	b. Has the worming protocol been changed?
	
	

	
	c. Has the vaccination policy been altered? 
	
	

	
	d. Have you seen a record of each horse having had a yearly dental check by a veterinary surgeon or someone qualified by the British Association of Equine Dental Technicians? B 6.1
	
	

	
	e. Are individual health care plans up to date? Optional higher standards
	
	

	
	f. Have you been informed that any non-routine veterinary visits have been required since the last inspection, and if so, have you seen a proper record of these? 
	
	

	4. 
	Have you seen evidence that the biosecurity plan agreed with a vet appears to have been properly implemented, particularly in relation to new horses? A 9.3
	
	

	5. 
	Are you satisfied that the horses appear to continue to have all their needs met, and that there is no evidence of any developing welfare issues?
	
	



D. Euthanasia 

	
	Question(s) + further guidance reference 

	Y/N
	Comments 

	6. 
	Have you seen records of euthanasia that include the name of the horse and how the carcass was disposed of? A 9.12
	
	



E. Saddlery and tack

	
	Question(s) + further guidance reference 

	Y/N
	Comments 

	7. 
	Are you satisfied that saddlery and associated equipment is in a good state of repair and suitable for use on the horses in the riding establishment? B 7.1
	
	




F. Areas that have changed 

	
	Question(s) 

	Y/N
	Comments 

	8. 
	Have you been informed of any changes to staffing, the facilities, protocols or systems etc., since the last inspection? 
 
	
	

	9. 
	If yes, are these changes compliant with the Regulations? Please note that the local authority must be advised in detail of any changes in case a variation to the licence is required. 
	
	



G. Additional areas 

	
	Question(s) + further guidance reference 

	Y/N
	Comments 

	10. 
	Have you seen a written training policy for all staff? A 4.3		
	
	
	

	11. 
	If so, does it include an annual appraisal? A 4.3
		
	
	

	12. 
	Planned and continued professional development (CPD)? A 4.3
		
	
	

	13. 
	Recognition of knowledge gaps? A 4.3	
	
	

	14. 
	Do you have any additional concerns or new recommendations? If yes, please provide details.

	
	





H. Veterinary inspector declaration 

	
I hereby confirm that:
· I am a current member of the Inspectorate maintained by the RESC and the RCVS.
· I was properly appointed by the local authority for this inspection.
· The facts and opinions stated in this inspection form are accurate to the best of my knowledge based on the evidence and information provided to me and my own observations during the inspection. 


	Name: 

	


	MRCVS Number:
	

	Address:
	




	Signature:
	


	Date:
	




Please note: As per Principle 6 of the 10 Principles of Certification, veterinary surgeons should complete certificates with care and accuracy and in a manner and using a means which does not lend itself to alteration, or additions, by a second party after the certificate has been issued. This inspection form and any other appended forms should therefore not be circulated as editable documents, once signed. 



I. Cover letter to the local authority – guidance 

A cover letter should be sent to the local authority alongside this completed inspection form, the RESC schedule of horses inspected form, and other relevant forms where applicable, i.e., RESC notice to withdraw horses, RESC conflict of interest declaration. As per Principle 8 of the 10 Principles of Certification, you should also keep a copy for your records. These may be requested by the RCVS if you are selected for audit by the RESC. 

Your cover letter should: 

· summarise your inspection findings.
· detail any previous recommendations for improvements and whether in your opinion those improvements have been made and if not, why not. 
· set out your detailed concerns and recommendations.
· based on your inspection, the information presented to you, and limited to the welfare related matters you have inspected, comment on whether in your opinion: 
· the riding establishment’s extended licence should be withdrawn. 
· the riding establishment is suitable to continue to be licensed under the Regulations. 
· there are some minor failings that in your opinion do not compromise animal welfare but should nevertheless be addressed before the next inspection, and if so, what they are. 
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