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Application to add a new qualification to the RCVS list and post-nominals to your Register entry form
Notes on completing the application
The current list of approved qualifications can be viewed at www.rcvs.org.uk/document-library/qualifications-approved-for-inclusion-in-the-registers.

Qualifications which are approved for listing will appear against the individual’s name in the RCVS Register and in online resources such as RCVS Find a Vet.

RCVS validates only registerable veterinary degrees, postgraduate qualifications which it has itself awarded, and others which are recognised for RCVS Advanced Practitioner and RCVS Specialist status.  The listing of other qualifications in the Register against an individual’s name does not imply RCVS endorsement of those qualifications or of the organisations awarding them. 

Primary veterinary qualifications and qualifications that are approved for Advanced Practitioner and/or Specialist status will be added to the list automatically and thus no application is necessary.  

Applications for the addition of new post-nominals to a Register entry must be made by the individual holding the qualification.  

To be included on the list, qualifications must meet the following criteria:
a) The qualification must be awarded by an organisation with recognised national authority to do so – either a university, other nationally accredited awarding body, a Chartered body with authority to award qualifications, or other nationally recognised, well-established learned society. 
b) The qualifications should represent a significant period of study/achievement in terms of size and level, equivalent to at least 60 credits (600 notional hours of learning) in the UK credit framework, and be at least at level 6/Bachelor level in the UK Higher Education Qualifications framework.
c) Qualifications that are accepted for RCVS Advanced Practitioner or RCVS Specialist status will automatically be added to the list. 
d) Under section 3 below, the qualification should relate to achievement in a veterinary or related field of evidence-based science, medicine or agriculture and be awarded by a university, or a Chartered body or other nationally recognised, well established learned society.
e) Honorary postnominals should be for eminence and significant contributions to a field related to veterinary science or a related field of evidence-based science, medicine or agriculture or other closely related fields/professions, and be awarded by a university, or a Chartered body or another nationally recognised, well established learned society; or be a national honour conferred by the Crown.  
f) Qualifications under section 5 (non-veterinary related) must be full degrees awarded by a university, at least at level 6/Bachelor level, and be of relevance to the individual holder’s area of work.   For BAs and MAs, the subject of study should be indicated. 

Please be advised that the onus is on the applicant to provide sufficient evidence that the qualification meets the criteria, as outlined above. 





Please complete the form below and return it by email to postnominals@rcvs.org.uk. Please send a PDF or JPEG copy of your certificate with your application form.  

Application to add a new qualification to the RCVS list and post-nominals to your Register entry 
	Registration number
	

	Surname
	

	Forename(s)
	

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	



	Full official name of awarding body/university (for qualifications awarded outside the UK, provide a link to the awarding organisation’s website)

	

	Full title of qualification, as it appears on your qualification certificate issued by the awarding organisation

	

	Post-nominals formally approved by the awarding body, as they should appear on the Register

	

	Date qualification awarded 

	



	Summary of content of the qualification, its size and its level in the Framework of Higher Education Qualifications. 
Please provide details and a link to a relevant page of the awarding organisation’s website that provides this information.  For qualifications awarded in a language other than English, provide a certified translation into English.

	

	



Version 3, January 2025

image1.jpeg
SETTING
VETERINARY
STANDARDS

RCYS





