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Statutory Membership Examination – Self Assessment Skills List
Applicants must complete a self-assessment of their skills and knowledge to demonstrate that they have previously acquired knowledge and carried out the clinical activities featured in the RCVS Day One Competences document RCVS Day One Competences.
The skills assessment form provides the opportunity for applicants to reflect on the skills they have and areas they need to work on. The following skills are not separated into species / area of veterinary medicine in all sections, achieving an awareness of UK practice will allow candidates to know which skills apply to which species. The skills listed are not an exhaustive list, you may be required to have knowledge or complete skills/tasks within the workplace or during the exams that are not listed below. 
If there are a few areas which need to be covered the applicant should complete an action plan identifying how they will address these areas. This may include undertaking additional training, seeing practice, CPD or other suitable activity.
	Skill/Procedure
	Cattle
	Small ruminants (sheep/goats) & camelids
	Horses (and Donkeys)
	Pigs
	Poultry
	Dogs & Cats
	Small mammals (rodents /rabbits /ferrets etc)
	Exotics & birds

	Observational skills (place a tick  in the box)

	Evaluate behaviour to ascertain handling requirements
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Recognise biosecurity & public health issues
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Identify breeds & their purpose
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Identify species
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Identify sex of animal
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	☐	☐	☐
	Estimate/measure weights
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Estimate/measure height
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Estimate age
	
	☐	☐	
	
	☐		☐
	Consider housing & environment
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Recognise lameness
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Identify signs of compromised physical welfare
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Recognise signs of distress and mental welfare
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Recognise behavioural response to handling
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Recognise biosecurity & public health issues
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Action Plan

	Click or tap here to enter text.





	Skill/Procedure
	Cattle
	Small ruminants (sheep/goats) & camelids
	Horses (and Donkeys)
	Pigs
	Poultry
	Dogs & Cats
	Small mammals (rodents /rabbits /ferrets etc)
	Exotics & birds

	Routine health care (place a tick  in the box)

	Follow appropriate hygiene routines before & after handling animals
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Wear effective personal protective equipment.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Assess health & safety risks associated with animal handling
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Disbudding
	☐	☐	
	
	
		☐	☐
	Tail docking
	
	☐	
	
	
	☐	☐	☐
	Castration procedures
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	☐	☐	☐
	Identify injection sites
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Identify normal urine & faeces
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Administer vaccinations
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Oral dosing
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Assess diet & feeding regimen
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Feeding
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Assess water availability
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Monitor water & food intake & assess if reduced or excessive
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Skill/Procedure
	Cattle
	Small ruminants (sheep/goats) & camelids
	Horses (and Donkeys)
	Pigs
	Poultry
	Dogs & Cats
	Small mammals (rodents /rabbits /ferrets etc)
	Exotics & birds

	Continued…...Routine health care (place a tick  in the box)

	Intramuscular iron injections for piglets
	
	
	
	☐	
	
	
	

	Clip teeth
	
	
	
	☐	
	
	☐	

	Draw milk by hand & identify normal sample
	☐	☐	
	
	☐		☐	
	Perform & interpret California milk test
	☐	
	
	
	
	☐	☐	☐
	Machine milking routine
	☐	
	
	
	
	☐	☐	☐
	Interpret herd/flock health data
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Foot (nail/hoof/claw etc) care
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Tagging & other forms of identification e.g. microchip
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Groom
	
	
	☐	
	
	☐	☐	☐
	Use of rugs, boots & bandages
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	☐	☐	☐
	Dag with shears
	☐	☐	
	☐	☐		☐	☐
	Place a Drinkwater gag
	☐	☐	
		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Place an oral speculum/ Haussman gag
	☐	☐	☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Action Plan

	Click or tap here to enter text.






	Skill/Procedure
	Cattle
	Small ruminants (sheep/goats) & camelids
	Horses (and Donkeys)
	Pigs
	Poultry
	Dogs & Cats
	Small mammals (rodents /rabbits /ferrets etc)
	Exotics & birds

	Physical examination (place a tick  in the box)

	Wear effective personal protective equipment.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Assess health & safety risks associated with animal handling
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Condition scoring
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Assess demeanour
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Assess TPR
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Describe animal for certification
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Action Plan

	Click or tap here to enter text.

























	Skill/Procedure
	Cattle
	Small ruminants (sheep/goats) & camelids
	Horses (and Donkeys)
	Pigs
	Poultry
	Dogs & Cats
	Small mammals (rodents /rabbits /ferrets etc)
	Exotics& birds

	Catch, handle, move, transport animals (place a tick  in the box)

	Catch
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐		☐	☐
	Handle
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Lead for an examination
		☐	☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Care & use of tack
		☐	☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Wear effective personal protective equipment.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Move/transport singly/as a group
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Lunging on a long rein
		☐	☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Use pig boards to move
	☐	☐	
	☐		☐	☐	☐
	Action Plan

	Click or tap here to enter text.





















	Skill/Procedure
	Cattle
	Small ruminants (sheep/goats) & camelids
	Horses (and Donkeys)
	Pigs
	Poultry
	Dogs & Cats
	Small mammals (rodents /rabbits /ferrets etc)
	Exotics& birds

	Restrain animals (place a tick  in the box)

	Use of halter, collar, lead & other forms of head restraint
	☐	☐	☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Wear effective personal protective equipment.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Use quick release knots
	☐	☐	☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Apply muzzle tape/use of muzzle
		☐	
		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Restrain using nose, raising tail, gate, hobbles or crush
	☐	☐	
	☐			☐	☐
	Use pig catcher
		☐	
	☐		☐	☐	
	Casting
	☐	☐	
		☐		☐	☐
	Turning up
	
	☐	
		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Application of twitch
		☐	☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Use of dog catcher
		☐	
	☐	☐	☐	☐	
	Use of crush cage/cage
		☐	
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Use of stocks
	☐		☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Manual restraint & use of blanket/towel
		☐	☐		☐	☐	☐	☐
	Action

	Click or tap here to enter text.










	Skill/Procedure
	Cattle
	Small ruminants (sheep/goats) & camelids
	Horses (and Donkeys)
	Pigs
	Poultry
	Dogs & Cats
	Small mammals (rodents /rabbits /ferrets etc)
	Exotics& birds

	Reproduction (place a tick  in the box)

	Wear effective personal protective equipment.
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Recognise oestrus behaviour
	☐	☐	☐	
		☐	☐	☐
	Recognise normal parturition or oviposition
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Assist with parturition
	☐	☐	☐	☐		☐	☐	☐
	Management of neonate
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Stomach or crop tube a neonate
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Umbilical cord care
	☐	☐	☐	☐		☐	☐	☐
	Resuscitate the neonate
	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Action Plan

	Click or tap here to enter text.




















	Professional Key Skills

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Verbal key skills

	☐	☐
	History Taking

	☐	☐
	Client Communication

	☐	☐
	Communicating with other professionals and team members

	☐	☐
	Written communication skills

	☐	☐
	Preparing & maintaining patients’ records

	☐	☐
	Certification (incl. prescriptions)

	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.


























	First aid & emergency care

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Triage
	☐	☐
	Haemorrhage control
	☐	☐
	Understand resuscitation procedures

	☐	☐
	Wound care
	☐	☐
	Bandaging
	☐	☐
	IV catheter placement
	☐	☐
	Immobilising limbs
	☐	☐
	Basic fluid therapy
	☐	☐
	Oesophageal gastric tube placement
	☐	☐
	Emergency oxygen delivery
	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.



























	Preventative medicine, zoonotic risks & biosecurity

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Vaccination

	☐	☐
	Nutrition (clinical)

	☐	☐
	Ecto parasite control

	☐	☐
	Endoparasite control

	☐	☐
	TB testing (observed/assisted)

	☐	☐
	Infectious disease control (upload evidence/file)
	☐	☐
	Disposal of waste material

	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.






































	Food hygiene

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Ante mortem inspection of food animals
	☐	☐
	Evaluating hygienic status of slaughterhouse s
	☐	☐
	Risk based food managements systems (HACCP)
	☐	☐
	Postmortem inspection of food animals
	☐	☐
	Identifying biological hazards & contamination
	☐	☐
	Use of a captive bolt on a carcase
	☐	☐
	Action


	Click or tap here to enter text.





































	Population medicine

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Herd health management

	☐	☐
	Analyse production records

	☐	☐
	Nutrition (herd/flock)

	☐	☐
	Mastitis (in the group)

	☐	☐
	Metabolic disease

	☐	☐
	Lameness in the herd/flock/group
	☐	☐
	Infectious diseases in the herd/flock/group
	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.



































	Clinical reasoning: Assessing & managing patients with common clinical signs

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Abdominal distension/pain

	☐	☐
	Alopecia

	☐	☐
	Anorexia/Inappetance

	☐	☐
	Ataxia

	☐	☐
	Behaviour or temperament change

	☐	☐
	Bleeding

	☐	☐
	Blepharospasm/Ocular pain/swelling

	☐	☐
	Colic/Abdominal pain

	☐	☐
	Coughing

	☐	☐
	Diarrhoea

	☐	☐
	Dysphagia/Swallowing difficulty

	☐	☐
	Dyspnoea

	☐	☐
	Dysuria

	☐	☐
	Focal skin and subcutaneous mass/es

	☐	☐
	Incontinence

	☐	☐
	Jaundice

	☐	☐
	Lameness

	☐	☐
	Lethargy

	☐	☐
	Loss of vision

	☐	☐
	Ocular discharge

	☐	☐
	Pain

	☐	☐
	Pale mucous membranes

	☐	☐
	Paralysis/Paraplegia

	☐	☐
	Polyphagia

	☐	☐
	Polyuria/Polydipsia

	☐	☐
	Poor performance/Exercise intolerance
	☐	☐
	Pruritus

	☐	☐
	Pyrexia

	☐	☐
	Reflux/Regurgitation

	☐	☐
	Seizures

	☐	☐
	Sneezing/Nasal discharge

	☐	☐
	Stiffness

	☐	☐
	Stunting & ill thrift

	☐	☐
	Swelling

	☐	☐
	Syncope/Collapse

	☐	☐
	Tenesmus

	☐	☐
	Tremors

	☐	☐
	Vomiting/Nasogastric reflux

	☐	☐
	Weakness

	☐	☐
	Weight gain

	☐	☐
	Weight loss

	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.























	Clinical diagnosis & management of systemic disease

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Cardio-respiratory system

	☐	☐
	Alimentary system

	☐	☐
	Urogenital system

	☐	☐
	Integumentary system

	☐	☐
	Eyes

	☐	☐
	Endocrine system

	☐	☐
	Musculoskeletal system

	☐	☐
	Neurological system

	☐	☐
	Haemopoietic and lymphatic systems

	☐	☐
	Multi-systemic

	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.
































	Diagnostics

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Undertake a physical examination

	General

	☐	☐
	Orthopaedic

	☐	☐
	Neurological

	☐	☐
	Ophthalmic

	☐	☐
	Rectal

	☐	☐
	Dermatological

	☐	☐
	Collect samples

	Blood

	☐	☐
	Urine

	☐	☐
	Faeces

	☐	☐
	Skin & ear samples

	☐	☐
	Fine needle aspiration

	☐	☐
	Tissue biopsy

	☐	☐
	Swabs of genital tract

	☐	☐
	Milk

	☐	☐
	Effusions

	☐	☐
	Interpreting changes in common parameters measured in

	Blood

	☐	☐
	Urine

	☐	☐
	Faeces

	☐	☐
	Semen

	☐	☐
	Effusions

	☐	☐
	Skin & ear samples

	☐	☐
	Tissue biopsy report (i.e., understand basic histopathology reports)

	☐	☐
	Cytology report 

	☐	☐
	Milk (i.e., understand basic milk reports)

	☐	☐
	Fine needle aspirate report (i.e., understand basic histopathology reports)

	☐	☐
	Imaging

	Radiography – H&S, positioning, care of patient and taking the X-ray

	☐	☐
	Interpreting radiographs

	☐	☐
	Transcutaneous ultrasound imaging
	☐	☐
	Electro diagnostics
	
	

	ECG

	☐	☐
	Other diagnostic techniques
	
	

	Endoscopy (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Ophthalmoscope

	☐	☐
	Tonometry

	☐	☐
	Blood pressure

	☐	☐
	Otoscope

	☐	☐
	Necropsy
	
	

	Performing necropsies

	☐	☐
	Necropsy sample collection & prep for posting/transport
	☐	☐
	Interpretation of necropsy findings
	☐	☐
	Writing a necropsy report

	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.

















	Anaesthesia & premedication

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	IV catheter placement

	☐	☐
	Tracheal intubation

	☐	☐
	Sedation

	☐	☐
	Monitoring anaesthesia

	☐	☐
	Local

	☐	☐
	Regional

	☐	☐
	General

	☐	☐
	Pain management

	☐	☐
	Assemble an anaesthetic machine and select appropriate anaesthetic circuit
	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.
































	Surgery

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Wound management (surgical)

	☐	☐
	Excision of small tumours & cysts
	☐	☐
	Ovariohysterectomy

	☐	☐
	Castration (routine)

	☐	☐
	Abscess drainage

	☐	☐
	Dental hygiene & tooth removal
	☐	☐
	Disbudding

	☐	☐
	Exploration of foot lesion

	☐	☐
	Exploratory laparotomy (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Gastrointestinal surgery (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Urological surgery (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Caesarean section (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Hernia repair (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Amputation of digit (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Rumenotomy (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Left displaced abomasum (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Vasectomy (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	General fracture management (observed/assisted)
	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.

















	Reproduction/Obstetrics

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Pregnancy diagnosis

	☐	☐
	Pre-breeding examination

	☐	☐
	Fertility management

	☐	☐
	Medical control of fertility

	☐	☐
	Clinical assessment & management of the neonate
	☐	☐
	Mastitis (individual cases)

	☐	☐
	Dystocia

	☐	☐
	Infertility assessment

	☐	☐
	Retained fetal membranes

	☐	☐
	Diagnosis & control of venereal disease
	☐	☐
	Cervico-vaginal prolapse

	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.






























	Euthanasia

	
	Competent
	Not yet competent

	Recognise when euthanasia is necessary
	☐	☐
	Client communication and gaining informed consent 

	☐	☐
	Performing euthanasia

	☐	☐
	Carcase disposal

	☐	☐
	Action Plan


	Click or tap here to enter text.


























10
Statutory Membership Examination – Self Assessment Skills List – Jan 2025
image1.jpeg
1 RCVS

Inspiring confidence
in veterinary care




