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Application for consideration by the RCVS Ethics Review Panel

This form is for UK practising MRCVS and/or Registered Veterinary Nurses (RVNs) who wish to submit a clinical veterinary research study proposal for ethical approval to the above Panel. Please ensure that you read the applicant guidelines and additional available documentation (available on this page) carefully before completing the form in full. Any questions about completing the form or the consideration process should be directed to ethics@rcvs.org.uk.

	Details of applicant (principal researcher)

	Full name
	

	Title
	

	Please confirm that you are a UK practising MRCVS or an RVN
	
      ☐ Yes                  ☐ No                                                        

	RCVS number
	

	Clinical Discipline
	

	Qualifications
	

	Postal address
	

	Professional email address

	

	Personal email address

	

	Phone number
	



	Details of co-applicants (if applicable)

	Full name
	
	Full name
	

	Title
	
	Title
	

	RCVS number
	
	RCVS number
	

	Postal address
	
	Postal address
	


	Email address
	
	Email address
	

	Phone number
	
	Phone number
	

	Clinical discipline
	
	Clinical discipline
	




	Basic details


	Study title
(Title will be published on the RCVS website after 12 months)
	

	Site(s) where the study will be conducted
	

	Proposed start date
	

	Proposed end date
	

	Please confirm whether data collection for this research project has commenced (ie. have you started to collect data specifically for this research project). If your project includes collecting data from clinical records, then you need to indicate whether or not you have started to collect relevant data from the clinical records for the proposed project.
	       ☐ Yes                ☐ No


	Study details

	1.  
	Purpose and aims of study
	

	2. 
	Short summary of the proposed study using lay terms and simple prose.
Max 500 words. Please explain:

· What you are intending to do (species, number procedure or review of clinical records).
· What question you are intending to address. 
· What is already known about this subject and what your research will add to this.
· How you will collect and analyse the data.
· What benefits this study will bring.
For an example of a lay summary, please see the ‘RCVS ERP Guidance on writing lay summaries’ document on the RCVS ERP webpage. 

	

	3. 
	Number of animal subjects (Please include justification / power calculation)

	

	4. 
	Number of human subjects (Please include justification / power calculation)

	

	5. 
	Outline of the proposed study

While this should still be written for a non-clinical audience, please provide sufficient information to enable the Panel to understand what you will be doing. Please also provide a list of references.

The following information should be provided for all studies:

1. Background to the proposed research including current knowledge and how the research will add to the knowledge base.

1. Details of the study design and methodology.

1. Inclusion and exclusion criteria and participant recruitment. 

1. If it is a multicentre study, details relating to where the study will be undertaken and how the data will be recorded.

	

	6. 
	Please describe the statistical analysis methods you will use (This applies to both quantitative and qualitative data)

If your research involves collecting and analysing qualitative data, e.g. from questionnaires, interviews or online surveys, please describe the methodology and attach a copy of the instruments to be used.

	

	7. 
	Please justify why your research falls outside of the remit of the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986, i.e., why a Home Office Project Licence is not required and, therefore, can be considered Routine Veterinary Practice (RVP).
	

	8. 
	Please confirm whether an Animal Test Certificate is required for your research. If so, has one has been obtained from the VMD?

Please note, if this is a prospective study involving randomisation of administration of a veterinary medicinal product, a placebo group or off-licence administration of medication, it will require an ATC-S. If in doubt, please contact the VMD for clarification, and attach a copy of your ATC or confirmation that one is not required.

	

	9. 
	If the study involves collecting data from or about animals, what are the potential benefits to individual animals involved in the study, and to other animals in the future? 
	

	10. 
	Please advise whether there are any alternative treatments, if applicable.

	

	11. 
	If the study involves human participants, e.g. veterinary professionals or animal owners, what ethical issues could arise as a result of the study and how will these be addressed? 
	

	12. 
	What ethical issues relating to client/owner consent could arise as a result of the study and how will these be addressed?
	

	13. 
	What ethical issues relating to confidentiality could arise as a result of the study and how will these be addressed?
	

	14. 
	What ethical issues relating to minimising the risk of harm to animals could arise as a result of the study and how will these be addressed?

	

	15. 
	Are there any other animal welfare or other ethical issues that may arise?

	

	16. 
	What are the main risks to the project’s success? 
	

	17. 
	How will you assess success or failure of the study?
	

	18. 
	What steps are in place to deal with any unintended outcomes or welfare issues?  
	

	19. 
	How do you intend to assess scientific success, or withdrawal end points if it fails, for the animals involved in this study?
	

	20. 
	What measures are in place to ensure that animals are withdrawn from the study if it becomes clear that the study has failed?
	

	21. 
	How will the results of the study be disseminated/published? Will the data be made available within a public repository upon publication?

	 

	Practicalities

	22. 
	How will consent be obtained for participation in the study?

For prospective studies, please attach copies of BOTH the proposed client/participant consent form AND the separate information sheet for all centres involved in the study. These are mandatory.

In certain circumstances, an agent acts on behalf of the owner (e.g. horse racing trainer) and it is acceptable for them to provide consent.

If retrospective analysis of clinical data is being undertaken, the hospital consent form from each participating practice should be included.

	

	23. 
	How will your study be funded? How will any potential conflicts of interest be addressed?
	

	24. 
	Is the success of the project contingent on obtaining funding? 

	

	25. 
	Will any payment or other incentive be given to the owners of the animals in the research group? If so, please specify.

	

	26. 
	How are you going to store your data? Who will have access to these data?

Please state any measures you will take to maintain anonymity or pseudoanonymity (with details of the linkage and security between case records and the owner’s personal information), to ensure compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation.

Include details of how data will be handled across multiple centres, if applicable.

	

	27. 
	How long are you going to store the personal data, and when will it be destroyed?
	

	28. 
	To the best of your knowledge, will the intended group of animal subjects be involved in any other research project?
	

	29. 
	Have you received support and/or guidance from any group e.g. BSAVA or BVNA, in formulating your study design?
	

	30. 
	Have you completed all relevant documentation in preparation for your study, i.e., insurance, COSHH risk assessment forms, etc? (Please attach copies of documents if so)
	

	31. 
	Has the study been previously, or simultaneously, submitted to another organisation for ethics review? 

If so, what was the outcome?
	





Declaration

In providing information to the RCVS:

· I confirm that I have read the applicant guidance notes for submitting an application to the RCVS Ethics Review Panel. 

· I declare that all the information I have provided on this form is accurate to the best of my knowledge and understanding. 

· I understand that submitting this form to the RCVS gives them permission to contact named persons in the form, if necessary, for further information. 

· I consent to being contacted by the RCVS regarding queries it receives about my study after such time as it has been approved and listed on the RCVS website.     

· I understand that the RCVS may be required to discuss aspects of my proposal with the Home Office or the Veterinary Medicines Directorate.

· I will ensure that any substantive changes to my proposal as detailed on this form are reported promptly and are not initiated without review from the RCVS Ethics Review Panel and will further ensure that any adverse or unforeseen problems arising from the research project are reported in a timely fashion to the RCVS Ethics Review Panel.

· I consent to providing the RCVS with any feedback they request in relation to the outcomes of the study.



Printed name	

                         (Printing your name here will be taken as a signature)


              Date




Applicant checklist

Please mark that you have supplied the following:

☐  A completed application form 
☐  A specific participant/owner information sheet 
☐  A specific participant/owner consent form
☐  A copy of any other relevant documents, e.g. questionnaires, risk assessments,
     information that will be provided to participating practices if it is a multicentre study, form
     that will be used to collect data for multicentre studies, etc. 
☐  Proof of an Animal Test Certificate from the VMD, if applicable.
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