Fellowship Applications 2026 – Referee Confirmation Form and Guidance
Guidance for Referees of an RCVS Fellowship Application 
Thank you for agreeing to act as a referee for an applicant to the RCVS Fellowship. Your reference plays an important role in verifying the applicant’s contribution to veterinary knowledge and practice. To ensure fairness and consistency, we ask that your statement is:
· Concise – maximum 150 words.
· Factual – based on evidence you can directly support.
· Independent – avoid unsupported praise or personal opinion.

What to Include
In your short statement, please cover the following where possible:
Your relationship to the applicant
· State in what capacity you know them (e.g. collaborator, supervisor, committee member) and the timeframe.
· If you believe you may have a conflict of interest (e.g. close personal relationship), please declare this to the Fellowship team by email at Fellowship@rcvs.org.uk before submitting.
Applicant’s contribution
· Summarise the specific work, activity, or project you have observed them undertake.
· Where possible, mention outputs (e.g. research, protocols, innovations, leadership).
Impact
· Comment on the effect of the applicant’s contribution on veterinary science, clinical practice, research, professional development, or wider society.
Professional qualities (brief)
· You may briefly note qualities such as leadership, inclusivity, or collaborative spirit, but only in relation to evidence you have observed.

What to Avoid
Please:
· Do not provide generalised praise or comparisons without evidence.
· Do not include irrelevant personal information (e.g. protected characteristics, family details).
· Do not restate content already included in the applicant’s form; instead, corroborate it.
· Do not exceed 150 words.

Suggested Structure
Here is an example you may find helpful:
“I have known Dr X since 2019, working alongside them on [project/committee]. They led [specific work/output], which resulted in [measurable change/outcome]. Their contribution had significant impact on [profession/clinical practice/research], for example [specific example]. In my view, this demonstrates their capacity to advance the veterinary profession through Fellowship.”

Final Notes
· Please email your completed reference directly to the Fellowship Team at fellowship@rcvs.org.uk.
· Your statement will be used to corroborate the applicant’s achievements; it is not a character reference.
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Fellowship Applications 2026 – Referee Confirmation Form
This form is to be completed by the referee of the Fellowship candidate named in this form. 
Please type or print in block capitals
	Fellowship Candidate (name in full)
	



Referee Details
	Name (in full) and Title
	


	Email Address
	





Reference Statement (max 150 words)
In your statement, please include:
· Relationship to applicant: How you know the applicant and for how long.
· Contribution observed: Specific examples of work, leadership, research, or innovation you have directly seen.
· Impact: Outcomes or influence on veterinary science, clinical practice, professional development, or wider society.
· Professional qualities (brief): Only where linked to evidence (e.g. inclusivity, collaboration).
Please avoid: unsupported praise, comparisons with other candidates, personal details, or exceeding 150 words.








Declaration
☐ I confirm I have read the applicant’s Fellowship application.
☐ I confirm this reference is accurate to the best of my knowledge.
☐ If applicable, I have declared any conflicts of interest with the applicant.

Please submit your reference to the Fellowship Team at fellowship@rcvs.org.uk

