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Science Advisory Panel 
 
Agenda for meeting to be held on Thursday 2 July 2015 at 2.00pm 
 

1. Apologies for absence  

2. Declarations of interest  

3. Minutes of meeting held on 3 February 2015 Paper attached 

4. Matters arising  

 

a. Safety of commercial pet foods 

b. Establishment of an ethical review panel 

c. Microchipping of Puppies 

d. Operational Board member 

 

5. Feline renal transplants Paper attached 

6. Telemedicine Paper attached 

7. Any other business  

8. Date of next meeting 

Tuesday 20 October 2015 at 4.00pm 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annette Amato 
Deputy Head of Veterinary Nursing 
June 2015 
a.amato@rcvs.org.uk 
0207 202 0713 

mailto:a.amato@rcvs.org.uk
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Meeting Science Advisory Panel meeting 

Date 27th January 2015 

Title Minutes of the meeting held on January 2015 

Classification  

Summary Minutes of the Science Advisory Panel Meeting 

Decisions required By the Science Advisory Panel: Approval of minutes 

By Operational Board: None 
 

Attachments None 
 

Author P Dean 

PA to CEO and President 
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Science Advisory Panel 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on January 2015 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apologies 
 
1. Apologies were received from Professor Dirk Pfeiffer and Mr. Nick Royle. 
 
Declarations of interest – as per previous meeting 
 
2. Professor The Lord Trees is now a member of the House of Lords’ EU Agriculture, Fisheries, 

Environment and Energy Sub-committee. 
3. Dr. Rita Jorge is an employee of RCVS Knowledge, which is due to publish the Journal of 

Evidence-based Veterinary Practice (JEVP) in 2015, with Elsevier. 
 

Minutes of the last meeting 

 

4. The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record. 
 

Matters arising 

Administrative Support for the Science Advisory Panel 
5. Lord Trees welcomed Mrs Peris Dean to the meeting.  Mrs Dean will be assisting the Panel with 

agenda writing and minute taking at meetings. 
 

 
ACTION: Chair to discuss further support with the CEO  

 

Members: Professor The Lord Trees Chairperson 

 Professor Elizabeth Simpson  

 Dr. Michael Francis   

 Professor Ewan Cameron  

 Dr. Tim Nuttall (by telephone)  

 Ms. Jacqui Molyneux 
 
Ms Andrea Jeffrey (by telephone) 
 

 

In attendance: Dr. Rita Jorge 
Mrs Peris Dean 
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Feline Renal Transplants 
 

6. Any outstanding contact details and questions should be forwarded so that dates can be set for 
expert witness interviews – a date for the evidence gathering session via Doodle poll still needs to 
be set. 
  

a. Dr. David Morton, previously commissioned with the work; 
b. Dr. James Yeates, author of the newly published ethical review 
c. Dr. Natalie Finch, an MRCVS clinician with clinical and research interest in feline kidney 

disease (currently at Bristol); 
d. Human paediatric transplant surgeons with clinical experience and an academic interest in 

ethics (contacts to be given to RJ by Prof. Simpson and Prof, Lord Trees); 
e. Dr. Tracy Hill, an American DVM with extensive experience transplanting feline kidneys. 

 
It was agreed that a sub group would be formed of at least 3 people but would invite questions from 
the whole panel.  It was proposed that the sub group be comprised: 
 

a. Lord Trees 
b. Liz Simpson 
c. Tim Nuttal 
d. Michael Francis (possibly) 
e. JM also suggested Davina Anderson might be approached  

 
Action The Chair will approach Davina Anderson to ask for her involvement 

 

Safety of Commercial Pet Foods 

 

7. The Chair apologised to the Panel as unfortunately there has not been much progress on this 
project and letters to international organisations still need to be written. 

 
8. The Chair asked The Panel to continue gathering information on systems monitoring adverse 

reactions. 
ACTION: Chair to write to international organisations  

 

Ethical Review Body for Practitioners 

 

9. The Chair reported that since the panel’s previous meeting further developments have become 
apparent that reinforce the case for the ethical review body proposal: 
 
• The momentum of the work by RCVS Knowledge to promote evidence based veterinary 

medicine which needs to be underpinned by well conducted clinical research and hence 
access to ethical review 

• Prof J Hunter of the BBSRC has suggested that one impediment to the translation of 
fundamental discoveries in animal health research to field application and deployment is the 



SAP 27 JAN 15  Classification: confidential/DRAFT Page 4 / 5 

difficulty of doing on farm/in clinic research and part of this is the lack of access to ethical 
review 

 
10. The panel agreed that it was appropriate that the Chair write to the President of RCVS requesting 

that Ops Board consider establishing an ER panel. 
 

ACTION: Chair to write to RCVS President  
 

 
Microchipping of Puppies 

11. Final minor revisions were needed by Mr Chris Laurence.  The Chair/RJ would seek clarification 
electronically on these points. 

ACTION: RJ to contact Chris Laurence 
 
12. The confidential report will be submitted to the Operational Board and to the Standards Committee 

When this is approved the report will be available online as part of SAP meeting papers bundle, 
which must be public. The author is free to seek publication of the work in peer-reviewed journals 
once this is done. The RCVS Science Advisory Panel should be acknowledged in the paper. 
 
 

13. The Chair updated the Panel on the recent changes to the microchipping legislation passed by 
Parliament.  

Grids in Digital Radiography 

 
14. During the last meeting the Panel decided that a recommendation should be forwarded to the 

Operational Board and to the Practice Standards Group, stating that the report justifies the current 
PSS requirement for Small Animal GP surgeries to have X-Ray grids available and that PSS to 
consider extending the requirement for grids to equine practices, unless equine practices are 
performing exclusively distal limbs radiographs.  The letter was sent to Ops Board and the item 
was placed on the agenda for Practice Standards. 

 
Operational Board Member 
 

15. The invitation to Ops Board still needs to be written. 
 

Action: Chair to write to Ops Board inviting one of its members to attend SAP meetings as an 
observer 
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AOB 
 
 
16. There was discussion about future subjects for investigation. 

 
17. JM communicated to the Panel that the Practice Standards Group is considering reviewing the 

current requirement that small animal GP practices must provide “a range of intravenous fluids 
which must include blood volume expanders and crystalloids.”  (5.5 in the PSS Manual).  The 
inclusion of crystalloids might be an issue to be critically reviewed. 

 
18. The Panel agreed that RJ would perform an exploratory search of the literature to find out if there 

are any studies on the safety of crystalloids.  
 

Action: RJ to perform exploratory literature search 
 
19. There was a wide ranging discussion about potential new projects and how the panel might solicit 

them.  Members of the panel are invited to submit projects and be encouraged to publicise the 
panel’s work.  Other new projects might include homeopathy, low level temperature lasers, 
bandaging, nutraceuticals 

 

 
Date of next meeting/s: 
Tuesday 2nd June 2015 at 4:00 pm (Note this is a change from the date discussed at the meeting 
because the 26th May is the day after bank Holiday – please confirm that this is ok) 
Tuesday 20th October 2015 at 4:00pm 
 
Author: 
P Dean  
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Meeting Science Advisory Panel 

Date 2 July 2015 

Title Telemedicine 

Classification Unclassified 

Summary Telemedicine is generally understood as the use of electronic 
communication and information technologies to provide clinical 
health care remotely or at a distance.  In the human healthcare 
field, some examples include applications and services using 
video link, smart phones, wireless tools and other forms of 
telecommunications technology.   

At its meeting in April, Standards Committee considered the 
issue of telemedicine.  To assist with ongoing discussions, the 
Committee has asked the Science Advisory Panel to carry out 
some research on the evidence base on this issue.  

Decision required To provide evidence-based information about telemedicine, to 
include an assessment of what is currently happening in 
telemedicine in the veterinary world and in other professions, 
both in the United Kingdom and worldwide, and what might be 
possible in the future. 

Attachments Letter from Chairman, RCVS Standards Committee 

Annex A: 

• Supporting Guidance chapter 2 – Veterinary Care; 

• Supporting Guidance Chapter 4 – Veterinary 
Medicines; 

• Excerpt from Supporting Guidance Chapter 27 on new 
technology tests 

 

Authors Laura McClintock 
Kate James 
 
Professional Conduct Department  
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Professor The Lord Trees 
Chairman 
RCVS Science Advisory Panel  
 
 

Ref: KJ SC Sept 15/Telemedicine 
Email: dfcatlow@btconnect.com 
 
 
 
10 December 2015 

 
Dear Lord Trees 
 
Telemedicine  
 
The issue of telemedicine was recently considered by the RCVS Standards Committee at its meeting 
on 29 April 2015. 
 
The background to the consideration of this issue is an increasing number of enquiries to the RCVS 
from veterinary surgeons wishing to explore the possibility of offering telemedicine services to their 
clients and how this might be viewed by the RCVS, particularly in terms of professional conduct. This 
is not an issue explicitly dealt with in the current Code of Professional Conduct or the supporting 
guidance.  
 
In terms of the existing RCVS guidance, on information and advice services the guidance is that 
specific advice should only be given to the extent appropriate without a physical examination and 
should not compromise welfare as the animal has not been examined and cannot be monitored.  In 
the context of prescribing the guidance is that veterinary surgeons cannot usually have an animal 
under their care if there has been no physical examination and consequently an animal should not be 
treated or prescribed POM-V medicines via the Internet alone (www.rcvs.org.uk/vetmeds). 
 
While the RCVS has previously advised that remote consultations between veterinary professionals 
are acceptable (e.g. interpretation of radiographs, lab tests etc), the question of whether this should be 
extended to the public is one that needs careful consideration.   
 
In light of the above, I am writing to you on behalf of the Committee with a request that the Science 
Advisory Panel look into this issue in order to assist the Committee in its further consideration of the 
RCVS position on telemedicine and guidance for the profession.   
 
The Committee would like evidence-based information about telemedicine, to include an assessment 
of what is currently happening in telemedicine in the veterinary world and in other professions, both in 
the United Kingdom and worldwide, and what might be possible in the future. The Committee noted 
that genomic testing is an issue emerging from the Vet Futures project and that while the existing 
guidance on new technology tests does refer to genomic technology, this issue should be considered 
as part of the ongoing work in relation to telemedicine.  
 

http://www.rcvs.org.uk/vetmeds


To assist the Panel in its consideration of this request, I enclose the following: 
 

• Supporting Guidance chapter 2 – Veterinary Care; 
 

• Supporting Guidance Chapter 4 – Veterinary Medicines; 
 

• Excerpt from Supporting Guidance Chapter 27 on new technology tests 
 

If the Panel requires any additional information or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
David Catlow 
Chairman, RCVS Standards Committee 
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