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2009 STATUTORY EXAMINATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
EXAMINERS’ REPORTS
SUMMARY
Of the 43 candidates who sat the written examination this year, 22 were allowed to progress to
the oral/ practical stage. Most of those who failed to achieve the 45% required to proceed did
so by a significant margin, once again emphasising the value of sifting out , at the written stage,
those candidates with no realistic chance of passing the examination as a whole. Of the 22 who
sat the whole examination, 18 were sitting all four subjects and the remaining 4, either one or
two.
Fourteen candidates passed the whole examination – 67% of those allowed proceed to the
oral/practical stage and 35% of those who sat the written papers. Eight candidates failed but of
these, 5 were allowed to retain passes and to re-sit only the subjects they had failed.
The overall marks of those required to re-sit individual subjects and those of the majority
required to sit the whole examination, were such that, with further study and particularly more
practical experience, these candidates should be capable of passing the examination at a further
attempt. However, the very poor standard achieved in the written paper by the majority who
failed to proceed to the oral/practical stage, indicates that these candidates would be advised to
seek a structured re-education program before re-sitting the examination.
The reports of the subject examiners highlight the deficiencies in each of the subject areas.
JOINT SUBJECT EXAMINERS’ REPORT TO THE RCVS EXAMINATION BOARD
Examination Subject

The horse

Section A

Please use this section to make general comments about the examination and candidates’ performance. Please
comment on the written part of the examination and the combined clinical, oral and practical examination,
including the steeplechase. (Section A of the report, or extracts from it, may be published as part of the examination
guidance for future candidates)

Written Paper
The paper tested a broad range of medical and surgical topics and provided a fair and balanced
opportunity for the candidates to demonstrate their knowledge.
As in previous years, the candidates performed better in the long answer section but the marks
in the short answer section were an improvement compared to last year, in part due to the fact
that fewer candidates failed to attempt individual questions.

Note
The short answer section of each subject question paper consists of 10 compulsory questions. If
a question has not been attempted and no answer has been provided, zero (0) marks are
awarded. .

Combined clinical, oral and practical examination
The candidates who failed the examination generally demonstrated poor practical skills,
particularly in clinical examination. Many candidates who failed had a poor knowledge of
topographical anatomy. It was evident that, while they had been taught the theory of clinical
examination, their ability to apply this to individual cases, and where necessary to modify their
approach, showed a lack of hands-on-experience. Knowledge of topographical anatomy was
lacking and some candidates demonstrated poor handling skills.

