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INTRODUCTION TO THE B-CKS.0 MODULE 
This module covers some of the fundamental clinical topics which RCVS considers to be 
essential for all practising veterinary surgeons, regardless of the species they deal with, 
or the sector of the profession in which they work. 
 
Completion of this 5-credit B module, along with at least one other 10-credit B module, 
is necessary for candidates who are aiming to achieve the general Certificate in 
Advanced Veterinary Practice, as well as those working towards a designated certificate. 
 
By setting these topics out in a separate module, it is not the intention to imply that the 
material can be covered in isolation, but rather to ensure that all the topics are covered, 
regardless of which other B modules the candidate selects. 
 
If the candidate opts to follow more than one B module, the material in this B-CKS.0 
module need only be assessed once and does not need to be repeated in additional B 
modules. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Please refer to the General Guidance and Assessment for all Modules document. 
 
ASSESSMENT STRATEGY FOR THIS MODULE 
This module will normally be undertaken and assessed in conjunction with one of the 
10-credit B modules.  Candidates are advised to refer to the assessment strategy for their 
chosen 10-credit B module.  It may also be possible to take this module separately, in 
which case a suggested assessment strategy might include multiple choice questions. 

 

CONTENT 
 
1 EVIDENCE-BASED MEDICINE, CLINICAL REASONING AND CLINICAL AUDIT 

• Welfare assessment in the clinical setting and consideration of all ‘five freedoms’ 
when making decisions, for example recognising when an animal is in pain 
and/or distress, or suffering in any other way 

• Understanding basic ethical decision making, including consideration of all 
stakeholders and cost benefit analysis 

• Knowledge of RCVS Guide to Professional Conduct, including animal welfare 
obligations, informed consent, euthanasia with or without owner consent, 
breaking client confidentiality, distinction between clinical and scientific 
procedure, relevant mutilations 
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• Basic knowledge of relevant legislation, for example species-specific regulations 
and welfare codes, as well as some understanding of unnecessary suffering 

• Critical literature review and authority of sources 
• Novice and expert reasoning 
• Clinical bias 
• Value of numerical data in informed practice. 

 
2 EMERGENCY CARE AND FIRST AID FOR ALL DOMESTIC SPECIES AND WILD ANIMALS  

• Principles of basic cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), the assessment of pain 
and its management (including both pharmacological and non-pharmacological 
methods of pain relief) 

• Attend all domestic and wild animals (that might be encountered by a veterinarian 
in general practice in the UK) in an emergency and perform basic first aid where 
it is safe to do so.  
 

3 EUTHANASIA / HUMANE SLAUGHTER 
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the principles of euthanasia, and 

requirements in relation to humane slaughter of domestic animal species and 
wild animals in the UK.  

 
4 VETERINARY PUBLIC HEALTH, ANIMAL POPULATION HEALTH & MANAGEMENT OF 

ANIMAL RELATED RISKS 
Principles and requirements can be covered as applicable to the candidate's area 
of work and may be considered at international, national, regional, local, 
premises or practice level as appropriate. 

• Principles and purpose of sanitary controls in the animal environment: bio-
security, isolation, import controls, quarantine, and asepsis. 

• Requirements and responsibilities of the veterinary surgeon in relation to country 
animal health status: notifiable disease legislation, appropriate reporting 
pathways, the principles of establishing security in the event of a suspect 
notifiable disease, principles of export and other health certification.  

• Principles of minimising potential personal and public risks related to exposure 
to animals / products of animal origin and requirements for incident reporting: 
zoonoses, physical injury, animal product-borne infection, medicines controls 
and residues, safe handling and transport of diagnostic samples, health and 
safety incident reporting and drug reactions. 

• Principles and purpose of management of disposal of animal  
-related risk materials: carcasses, cadavers, animal by-products, medicine and 
clinical waste.  
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