
 
 
 

www.rcvs.org.uk 
 

RCVS Advice Note 5 – Blood transfusions Page 1 of 1 
 

 
 
 
ADVICE NOTE 5 
 
BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS 

 
 
Section 2(8) of the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 exempts procedures 
conducted as part of any recognised veterinary, agricultural or animal husbandry practice. 
Taking blood from healthy donors with the permission of the owner and with the intention of 
administering the blood or its products to a recipient is recognised veterinary practice where 
there is an immediate or anticipated clinical indication for the transfusion. Such a clinical 
procedure would be acceptable on the scale of an individual veterinary practice or between 
other practices in the locality. However, the collection of blood for the preparation of blood 
products on a larger commercial scale for general therapeutic use in animals may require 
licences under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986; this larger commercial scale 
activity would need to be licensed under the Veterinary Medicines Regulations.  
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